LIBEARY 

OF   THE 

Theological   Seminary, 

PRINCETON,    N.  J. 

Case,  Di.v 

Shelf,  Section 

Book, No>  - 


/  >'*-.-: 


A      DONATION 


FROM 


/ffur.tf  tt,£nUeM%!» 


deceived 


TUf,  \STi~ 


I 


1 


'ermaTuf 


&4<fa/t&r7  na/£  4y 


JirteJ    *Zo-io-rrui4L..  7u*ul>  27 '.  /72o    -    - 
3£r^*    $ar£Mr^.2u*uD2f.  1721    ,     . 

%rtTC%ay2J   -     .^^y-    (.1723    .    . 
^  ^  ^^^^*^  .^WO- 2^  .   1724    *     . 

<0  ^  sdminJort  .Ju<n4g  .  20  •  /72  /  .•  « 

Xrf'/T&yJt&J  -  -  fa&f  •  /  -  /72?  .  . 
l^T&j  f IzwtHjbtf  .  TusfiZQ.  20  <  J73o  ,  . 
^]M^  U'a^TtaJttn  . ^uMf .  2  .  1733  ~  * 


% 


SERMON 

Preach'd  to  the 

SOCIETIES 


FOR 


Reformation  of  Manners, 


AT 


SALTERS-HALL; 

OnMoNDAY^w  25.  1722. 


By  DANIEL  NEALy  M.  A. 


Publish'd  at  their  Request. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  E  m  a  n.  M  a  t  t  h  e  w  s  it  the  Bible 
in  Patcr-nofter  Row.     n.  pec.  xxn. 


Price  Four-Pence. 


( i) 


Psalm  xciv.  16. 

Who  will  rife  up  for  me  againft  the 
Evil-doers?  ov,  Who  will  ft  and  up 
for  me    againft    the   Workers  of 

Iniquity  ? 


H  E  former  Part  of  this  Pfalm  is 
an  Addrefc  to  God,  againft  the  in- 
folent  Behaviour  of  the  Wicked, 
who  had  not  only  fpoken  hard 
Things  againft  his  People,  but  were 
advanced  tofuch  a  degree  of  Impiety,  as  to 
/lay  the  Widow  and  the  Stranger *,  and  to  mur- 
der the  Fatherlefs  $  faying,  the  Lord  Jhall  not 
fee^  neither  Jhall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it.  The 
Pfalmift  firft  prays^  that  God  would  give  a 
check  to  their  infolent  Behaviour  $  O  Lord  God 
to  whom  Vengeance  belongs^  Jhew  thy  felf  Lift 
up  thy  felfo  thou  Judge  of  the  Earth  5  render  a> 
Reward  to  the  Proud.  How  long  Jhall  the  Wic- 
ked triumph^  and  the  Workers  of  Iniquity  boaft 
themfelves  *  ?  And  then  proceeds  to  a  Confu- 
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tation  o{  their  Atheiftical  Principles  :  Under- 
Jland,  O  ye  brutip  among  the  People,  and  ye  Fools, 
when  will  ye  be  wife  ?  He  that  planted  the  Ear+ 
Jhall  net  he  hear?  He  that  formed  the  Eye,fhall 
not  he  fee  ?  He  that  teacheth  Man  Knowledge, 
fhall  not  he  know  *  ?  He  argues  from  the  Ef- 
fect to  the  Caufe  -y  if  we  believe  there  is  a  God 
that  made  and  fafliioned  us,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  all  the  Perfections  of  our  Nature  are  in 
him,  as  the  firft  Caufe.  He  could  not  have 
communicated  them  to  us,  if  they  had  not  been 
firft  in  Himfelf  5  for  Men  therefore  to  ima- 
gine that  God  does  not  obferve  their  wicked 
Actions, '  becaufe  they  are  covered  from  the 
Eyes  of  their  fellow  Creatures,  is  to  go  againft 
the  cleared  Evidence  in  the  World  to  the  con- 
trary 5  for  does  not  God  fill  Heaven  and  Earth 
with  his  Pre  fence  ?  Do  not  his  Eyes  behold,  and  s 
his  Eye-lids  try  the  Children  of  Men  ?  Yes 
certainly  •,  the  Lord  knows  the  very  Thoughts  of 
Men,  that  they  are  Vanity. 

But  for  as  muclnas  wicked  Men  are  not  ea- 
fily  convinced  by  Arguments  •>  and  God  does 
not  always  think  fit  to  take  Vengeance  on  their 
Iniquities  in  this  Life;  therefore  the  Pfalmift, 
in  the  Name  of  the  Church,  calls  for  Affift- 
ance  from  her  Friends :  The  Church  was  now  in 
Captivity,  and  almoft  deftroyed  by  cruel  Op- 
preflbrs ;  the  Plowers  had  ploughed  on  her 
Back,  and  made  long  their  Furrows,  but  find- 
ing Things  grow  worfe  and  worfe,  and  feeing  „ 
no  End  of  her  Troubles,  at  length  ihe  cries 
out  in  the  Words  of  my  Text,  TVho  will  rife 
up  for  me  againfl  the  Evil-doers  ?  or  who  will 
(land  up  for  me  again  (I  the  Workers  of  Iniquity  ? 
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c*  Have  I  any  Friend  that  will  appear  for  me? 
u  Has  Juftice  any  Friend  that  will  plead  her 
"  injured  Caufe  ?  Or  muft  fhe  be  opprefled 
u  and  dwell  in  Silence  ?  I  looked  and  there 
4C  was  none  to  help,  and  I  wondred  that  there 
u  was  none  to  uphold. 

Now  from  hence  it  is  very  natural  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Vice  and  Immorality  have  abounded 
in  every  Age.  The  World  was  not  feventeen 
hundred  Years  old,  before  the  Wickednefs  of 
Man  was  fo  great  in  the  Earth  #,  that  God 
determined  to  defiroy  both  Man  and  Beaft^  and 
creeping  Things  and  Fowls  of  the  Air.  Soon  af- 
ter we  are  told,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  were  fo  corrupt,  that  there  were 
not  ten  righteous  Perfons  left  in  both  thofe  po- 
pulous Cities.  We  have  no  Accounts  of  thofe 
early  Ages  of  the  World  from  any  of  our  pro* 
phane  Writers^  but  if  we  confult  the  infpired 
Writings  of  the  Old  Teftament,  we  fhali 
find,  that  Things  were  very  often  at  fuch 
a  Pats,  that  it  might  be  truly  faid,  There  is 
None  Righteous^  no  not  One  -y  They  are  all  gone 
out  of  the  Way^  and  become  unprofitable  \  their 
Mouths  are  full  of  Cur/ing  and  Bitternefs  ;  their 
Feet  are  fivift  to  floed  Blood  •,  Deftruttion  and 
Mifery  are  in  their  FVays,  and  there  is  no  fear 
of  God  before  their  Eyes  \.  Sometimes  God  in 
his  Providence  raifed  up  a  Virtuous  Prince  in 
an  Age,  who  reftored  Religion,  and  promoted 
a  Reformation  of  Manners  among  his  People; 
but  no  fooner  was  he  buried  in  the  Sepulchre 
of  his  Fathers,  but  Vice  and  Prophaneneis  came 
in  acjain  like  a  Flood. 
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This  was  the  State  of  Affairs  among  the 
Jews,  and  we  may  be  fure,  it  was  much  worfe 
with  the  Gentile  World  5  for  the  Scripture 
declares,  That  God  had  given  them  up  to  a  Re- 
probate Mind^  being  filled  with  all  Unrighteouf- 
ne/s9  Fornication^  Wickednefs^  Covetoufnefs,  Ma- 
licioufnefs^  Envy^  Murder ',  Debate-,  and  though 
they  knew  the  Judgment  of  God,  that  they  which 
commit  thefe  Things  were  worthy  of  Deaths  they 
not  only  did  the  fame^  but  took  Pleafure  in  them 
that  did  them  #.     It  muft  be   confefs'd,  when 
the  Gofpel  was  firft  preached  among  the  Gen- 
tiles,  it    had    a  powerful  Influence    on  their 
Lives  and  Manners  5  but  what  Oppofition  did 
it  meet  with  from  the  Powers  of  this  World  ? 
and  how  many  bloody   Perfecutions   did   the 
Primitive  Chriftians  fuffer  within  the  Space  of 
three  hundred  Years?     Afterwards,  when  the 
Roman  Empire  became  Chriftian,   how  foon 
did  it  become   the  Seat  of  the  Beaft,  whofe 
comings  according  to   the  Apoftle,  is  after  the 
working  of  Satan^   with  all  Power  and  Signs^ 
and  lying  Wonder s,>  and  with  all  Deceivablenefs  of 
Unrighteoufnefs  \ .     The  glorious  Reformation 
of  Religion  which  began  about  two  hundred 
Years  ago,  gave  fome  Revival  to  Truth,  and 
Holinefs  in  thefe  Parts  of  the  World.     But 
now  again,  the  Glory   is  fo  far  departed  from 
us,  that  there  is  little  or  no  Difference  between 
the  Morality  of  a  Proteftant  and  a  Papift  ;  and 
the  Profpecl  is  ftill  more  melancholy  for  Time 
'to    come  •>  for  it  is   exprefly  foretold,  of  the 
latter  Times ,  that   Iniquity  Jhall  abound^  and 
the  Love  of  many  wax  cold  5  that  Covetoufnefs, 
Pride  and  Blafphemy  Jhall  prevail ,   and  that 


*  Rom.  i.  28,  See.  f  iThcfH  ii  o,  10, 

Men 


(7) 

Men  Jh all  be  Lovers  of  Pleafuremore  than  Lovers 
of  God  #.  So  that  tho'  Religion  and  Virtue 
have  always  been  kept  alive  in  the  World, 
they  have  feldom  had  the  Multitude  on  their 
Side*  the  Body  of  the  People  in  all  Ages  have 
been  defervedly  rank'd  among  the  Workers  of 
Iniquity. 

From  hence  it  follows  in  the  fecond  Place, 
that  Religion  and  Virtue  can  have  but  few  Friends 
to  appear  for  them.  For  if  the  Multitude  in 
every  Age  have  been  vicious,  fober  and  virtu- 
ous Perfons  muft  be  rare  -y  this  was  evidently 
the  Cafe  with  the  Church  of  the  Jews  at  this 
Time,  as  appears  from  the  Words  following 
my  Text  •,  Unlefs  the  Lord  had  been  my  Help, 
my  Soul  had  almoft  dwelt  in  Silence.  The  Go- 
vernment under  which  they  lived  in  their 
Captivity,  was  become  a  Throne  of  Iniquity, 
which  framed  Mifchief  by  a  Law  $  they  gathered 
them/elves  together  againft  the  Soul  of  the  Right- 
eous, and  condemned  innocent  Blood ;  and  though 
it  is  poffible  there  might  be  fome  that  wifhed 
them  well,  yet  not  a  Man  had  the  Honefty  or 
Courage  to  rife  up  for  them  againft  the  Evil- 
doers :  So  that  unlefs  God  himfelf  had  ftood 
by  them,  as  He  did  by  the  Apoftle  Paul  in  a 
like  Cafe,  they  muft  have  been  entirely  crufh'd. 
Nor  was  this  the  only  Time  that  Religion  and 
Virtue  have  been  deferted  by  their  Friends  5  for 
though  there  were  feven  thoufand  Men  in  the 
Prophet  Elijah's  Time,  that  had  not  bowed 
the  Knee  to  Baal,  not  one  of  them  had  the 
Courage  to  appear  againft  the  Workers  of  Ini- 
quity y  for  the  Prophet  complains,  that  He  was 
left  alone,  and  that  They  fought  his  Life  to  take 
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it  away  *.  The  Prophet  Ifaiah  began  ta  pro- 
phefy  under  the  Reign  of  a  very  good  King, 
who  fought  God)  and  had  Under Jlanding  in  the 
Vifiom  of  God;  and  yet  the  Nation  of  the 
Jews  was  fo  univerfally  corrupted  in  his  Time, 
that  from  the  Sole  of  the  Foot  even  to  the  Head, 
there  was  no  Soundnefs,  but  M^ounds  and  Bruifes 
and  putrifying  Sores.  He  allows  indeed  that 
there  were  fome  few  good  People  left,  but 
they  were  like  a  Cottage  in  a  Vineyard,  like  a 
Lodge  in  a  Garden  of  Cucumbers,  or  like  a  be- 
fieged  City-,  and  had  it  not  been  for  them,  the 
Nation  had  been  deftroyed  long  before  it  was; 
Except  the  Lord  had  left  us  a  very  fmall  Rem- 
want,  we  JJoould  have  been  as  Sodom,  and  we 
foould  have  been  like  to  Gomorrah  "f. 

I  might  lead  you  forward  to  the  Times  of 
the  New  Teftament,  and  fhew,  that  though 
the  World  improved  very  much  in  its  Morals 
by  the  fpreading  of  Chriftianity,  yet  corrupt 
Nature  has  been  always  the  fame  5  Vice  and 
Prophanenefs  have  been  too  ftubborn  for  all 
the  Arguments  that  have  been  brought  againlt 
them  from  the  Word  of  God,  and  from  the 
Light  of  Reafon  \  and  therefore  our  Legifla- 
tors  have  been  obliged,  not  only  out  of  Regard 
to  the  Honour  of  God,  but  for  the  Good  of 
the  Society,  to  enaft  Laws  againft  them.  All 
Societies  have  certainly  a  Right  to  preferve 
themfelves,  and  to  fecure  the  Lives  and  Pro- 
perties of  their  Members  3  they  have  therefore 
a  Right  to  make  Laws,  againft  fuch  Vices,  as 
have  a  Tendency  in  their  own  Nature,  to  breed 
Confufion,  and  everv  evil  Work ;  nor  is  this 
an  invading  the  Rights  of  Confciencc,  but   a 
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neceflary  Part  of  Self-Prefervation}  for  if  the 
Lewdnefs  and  Debauchery  of  the  prefent  Age 
fhould  be  unreftrained,  our  Lives  would  be  in 
Danger  as  we  walk  the  Streets,  and  our  dear 
Children  and  Posterity  be  expofed  to  inevita- 
ble Ruin  -,  but  notwithftanding  all  that  has 
been  done  in  Favour  of  Piety  and  Virtue,  it  is 
but  too  evident  that  it  has  been  attended  but 
with  very  little  Succefs*  for  there  are  but  very 
few  in  the  prefent  Age,  who  have  the  Courage 
to  rife  up  for  God  again  (I  the  Evil-doers^  or  (land 
up  for  him  againft  the  Workers  of  Iniquity. 

And  this  leads  me  to  a  third  Obfervation 
which  I  defign  to  enlarge  my  Thoughts  upon* 
Namely  ^  that  when  Vice  and  Prophanenefs  a- 
bound  in  a  PIace$  it  is  the  Duty  of  thofe  few 
good  Per  fens  that  are  in  it^  to  make  a  publick 
Stand  againfl  the  Workers  of  Iniquity. 

That,  Vice  and  Prophanenefs  are  at  a  very 
great  Height  in  this  City,  is  plain  to  every 
one's  Obfervation  3  for  all  Ranks  and  Orders  of 
Men  are  corrupted  >  the  very  Sins  of  Sodom 
are  found  among  us  3  many  of  our  Citizens 
are  overcharged  with  Surfeiting  and  Drunken- 
nefs  every  Week  5  prophane  Curfing  and  Swear- 
ing is  fo  much  in  Fafhion,  that  it  is  common 
with  fome  People  to  falute  each  other  with  a 
Curfe.  No  Nation  in  the  World  is  fo  infa- 
mous for  this  Vice  as  ours  j  the  Jews  in  their 
moil  corrupt  Times,  had  a  Reverence  for  the 
Name  Jehovah,  and  would  not  take  it  into 
their  Mouths  #on  common  Occafions.  Is  it 
not  a  Shame  then,  that  we  who  call  our  felves 
Chriftians,  and  reformed  Proteftants,  fhould 
dare  to  trample  under  Foot  the  Blood  of  tjie 
Son  of  God,  and  mix  the  moft  execrable  Oaths 
and  Curfes  with   our  common  Converfation  ? 

B  And 
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And  yet  where  can  we  go  Abroad  either  in 
City,  Country,  or  Camp,  without  having 
our  Ears  offended  with  fuch  Language?  The 
meaneft  of  the  People  are  prodigioufly  cor- 
rupted in  this  Refpeft,  the  Labourers,  the 
common  Soldiers,  the  Footmen,  and  the  very 
Beggars,  bid  Defiance  to  the  God  of  Heaven, 
and  call  upon  him  to  damn  them  every  Day  of 
their  Lives,  fo  that  all  Reverence  for  the  Dei- 
ty is  loft,  which,  if  the  Mercy  of  God  does 
not  prevent,  muft  neceflarily  fpread  univerfal 
Infidelity  and  Atheifm  over  the  whole  King- 
dom. 

But  befides  the  Vices  already  mentioned,  there 
are  thefe  two,  that  deferve  a  particular  Notice 
at  this  Time. 

The  firft  is,  the  Multitudes  of  lewd  Women 
that  walk  the  Streets  in  the  Night,  and  like 
the  Harlot,  of  whom  Solomon  fpeaks  ->  entice 
away  the  young  Men  void  of  Under  ft  anding,  fay- 
ing, come  let  us  take  our  fill  of  Love  till  the 
Morning:  Let  us  Solace  our  [elves  with  Love  *. 
Thefe  ase  the  Vermin  of  the  City,  which  I 
am  afraid  will  in  a  little  Time,  debauch  the 
Youth  of  the  whole  Kingdom  :  For  not  to  fay 
any  Thing  againft  this  Vice,  as  it  is  a  Sin  a- 
gainft  God,  confider  only  the  Mifchief  it  does 
to  Society  j  how  many  fober  Apprentices  have 
been  feduced  ?  How  many  young  Gentlemen 
born  to  good  Eftates  have  been  ruined  ?  Nay, 
how  many  grave  Citizens  and  Merchants  have 
by  their  Means  defiled  the  Marfiage-Bed,  and 
propagated  a  loathfome  Difeafe  to  their  Pofte- 
rity  ?  What  a  difmal  Profpcft  does  this  give  us 
of   the  rifing  Generation !  If  thefe  Locufts  are 
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not  deftroyed,  there  is  not  a  Family  in  Town 
or  Country,  but  will  be  inferred  by  them  in  a 
little  Time.      Do   not   Gentlemen   that  have 
given    their  Children  a   virtuous    Education , 
and  are  capable  of  giving  them  good  Fortunes, 
find  it  very  difficult  to  difpofe  of  them  into  fo- 
ber  Families?  and  after  they   have  made  the 
beft  Enquiries,  have  they  not  been  difappoint- 
ed,  and  lived  to  fee  their  Children  ruined,  both 
in  Body  and  Eftate?  Now   whence  does  this 
arife,but  from  the  Swarms  of:  lewd  Women  that 
infeft  the  Streets,   and  draw   the   unthinking 
Youth  into  their  Snare  ?  and  when   they  are 
once  entangled,  they  feldom  recover  themfelves, 
but  continue  to  go  after  them,  as  an  Ox  goes 
to  the   Slaugther,    or  a  Fool  to  the   Correction 
of  the  Stocks^    till  a  Dart  ftrike    through  their 
Liver )  as  a  Bird  hafleth  to  the  Snare^  and  know- 
eth  not  thai  it  is  for  his  Life.     I  am  afraid  this 
Difeafe  through  Length  of  Time,  and  the  Con- 
nivance  of  our  Officers  of  the  Peace,    is   be- 
come almoft  incurable  $  for  (if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed) it   is  dangerous  for    fober  Perfons  to 
walk  the  Streets  in  an  Evening,  becaufe  of  the 
Infults  of  thefe   Creatures,  who   have  put  off 
all  that  Shame  that   is  the  Ornament  of  their 
Sex,  and  dare  to  infult  even  Magiftracy  it  felf. 
It  is  Time  therefore,  for  fuch  as    would  fave 
the  Nation  from  Ruin,  to  unite  their  Counfels, 
and  ufe  their  beft  Endeavours  to  deftroy  thefe 
Nefts  of  Evil-doers. 

But  Secondly^  There  is  another  Immorality 
that  is  no  lefs  dangerous  to  the  Publick,  than 
the  former  3  and  that  is ,  the  prodigious  In- 
creafe  of  Gaming- Houfes ,  both  in  City  and 
Country ,  where  fome  People  play  away  more 
Money  in  a  Week,  than  their  Fortunes  will 
produce  in  a  Year.    The  Vice  of  Gaming  was 
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never  in  fuch  Repute  as  in  the  prefent  x^ge  $  it 
was  formerly  accounted  infamous  for  Perfons 
of  a  fober  Chara&er  to  appear  at  the  Gaming- 
tables; but  it  is  now  the  fafhionable  Diverfion 
of  all  the  Places  of  publick  Refortin  the  Sum- 
mer Time}  you  may  there  fee  not  only  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  firft  Quality,  but  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen,  mixing  themlelves  with  Men'  of 
defperate  Fortunes,  and  throwing  the  Dice  for 
their  Eftates. 

Nor  is  this  Vice  peculiar  to  the  Men  5  for 
Ladies  of  a  fober  and  virtuous  Education,  have 
of  late  Years,  given  too  much  Countenance 
to  thefe  Houfessby  appearing  at  the  Tables,  and 
engaging  intheie  criminal  Diverfions.  I  would 
not  fay  any  Thing  that  looks  fevere  upon  this 
Head,  but  I  humbly  fubmit  it  to  Confederati- 
on 3  Whether  publick  Gaming  in  virtuous  La- 
dies is  not  a  little  out  of  Character?  Whether 
it  does  not  draw  them  into  mixt  Company,  and 
give  them  an  A«  of  Boldnefs,  which  is  per- 
fectly inconfiftent  with  that  Modefty  and 
Shamefacednefs,  which  is  the  Ornament  of  the 
Fair  Sex  ?  Whether  it  does  not  engage  them 
in  an  Habit  of  Idlenefs,  and  of  keeping  ill 
Hours?  Whether  their  Paffions  are  not  fome- 
times  difordred?  and  whether  the  LofTes  they 
fuftain,  have  not  a  Tendency  to  breed  ill  Blood 
in  their  Families,  and  between  their  neareft  Re- 
lations ?  It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  Ga- 
ming in  a  Lady  has  ufually  been  attended 
wich  the  Lofs  of  Reputation,  and  fometimes 
with  that,  which  is  ftill  more  valuable,  the 
Lofs  of  her  Virtue  and  Honour.  And  I  will 
venture  to  add,  that  this  Vice  has  fomething 
fo  very  infamous  in  it,  that  how  fond  foever 
great  Numbers  of  People  are  of  the  Practice, 
you  can't  put  a  greater  Affront  on  Perfons  of 

Repu- 


(Ur) 

Reputation,  in  any  Company,  than  to  give 
them  the  Name  ot  common  Gamefiers. 

The  like  Inconveniencies  attend  this  Prac- 
tice, in  Merchants  and  Tradesmen ;  it  deitroys 
their  Eftates,  ruins  their  Credit,  and  teaches 
them  the  Arts  of  Tricking  and  Cheating  -> 
when  they  meet  with  LofTes,  their  Paflions 
are  raifed  to  fuch  an  Height,  as  to  break  out 
into  the  moft  execrable  Oaths  and  Curfes  ;  and 
at  laft,  they  are  pufh'd  upon  taking  unlawful 
Methods  to  fupport  their  extravagant  Expen- 
ces.  How  many  fair  Eftates  have  been  loft  ? 
and  how  many  reputable  Families  have  been 
reduced  to  Poverty  and  Want,  by  thefe  Me- 
thods ?  The  Cry  of  the  Widow  and  the  Fa- 
therlefs  is  againft  them.  It  were  well  for  the 
World,  if  thefe  common  Gamefiers  hazarded 
nothing  but  their  own  ->  but  Alafs!  they  very 
often  play  away  the  Labour  of  the  Hufband- 
,  man,  and  the  Bread  of  the  honeft  Shopkeeper, 
fo  that  when  they  fall,  they  bury  a  great  ma- 
ny poor  induftrious  Families  in  their  Ruin. 

The  Increafe  of  this  Vice  of  Gaming,  is 
evident  from  the  pompous  Houfes^  that  are  e- 
re£ted  for  this  Ufe,  in  all  the  Places  of  publick 
Refort,  and  from  the  Crouds  of  Company  of 
both  Sexes  that  attend  them.  I  would  be 
very  far  from  paffing  a  Cenfure  on  any  inno- 
cent and  lawful  Diverfion  ,  Perfons  of  Quality 
and  Fafhion,  have  certainly  a  Right  to  live  in  a 
more  generous  and  free  Manner  than  others  5  but 
to  play  deep)  or  to  game  for  Profit  or  Advan- 
tage, is  neither  becoming  a  Gentleman,  nor  a 
Chriftian  5  it  is  the  Deftru&ion  of  Trade,  and 
the  Ruin  of  all  Kinds  of  Charity  and  good 
Works  j  it  is  murdering  of  precious  Time,  as 
affording  no  real  Entertainment  for  the  Body 
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or  the  Mind ;  it  very  often  occafions  Quarrels 
and  Bloodihed,  and  in  a  Word,  as  the  firft 
Motive  to  this  Vice  is  Covetoufnefs,  it  ufually 
ends  in  Poverty  and  Difgrace. 

It  were  fome  fmall  Alleviation  of  our  Calamity, 
if  this  Vice  of  Gaming  was  confined  among  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  Kingdom ;  bat  the 
Infe£tion  is  fpread  among  the  loweft  of  the 
People,  many  of  whom  are  playing  away  their 
Week's  Wages  at  an  Ale-houfe,  whilft  their 
Wives  and  Children  are  ftarving  at  Home. 
It  is  incredible  to  think  what  Numbers  of  lit- 
tle Gaming  Houfes  are  fupported  in  the  Su- 
burbs of  this  City,  by  the  Extravagance  of  the 
meaner  Sort  of  People.  Thefe  are  the  Semi- 
naries of  Idlenefs,  Drunkennefs,  prophaneCur- 
fing  and  Swearing,  and  all  Kinds  of  Lewdnefs. 
It  is  here  the  Minds  of  -the  common  People 
are  debauched,  and  ripened  for  the  Execution 
of  thofe  pernicious  Defigns,  which  the  Ene- 
mies of  our  happy  Conftitution  are  always 
forming  againft  it. 

This  is  the  naked  State  of  our  Cafe,  which 
in  my  Opinion ,  has  a  threatning  Afpedt  on 
the  fmall  Remains  of  Religion  and  Virtue  that 
are  left  amongft  us  -,  and  therefore  I  appeal  to 
your  felves,  whether  there  be  not  fufficientRea- 
fon  for  me  to  call  upon  you  at  this  Time,  in 
the  Words  of  my  Text,  Who  'will  ft  and  up  a- 
gainft  the  Evil-doers :  Or,  Who  will  rife  up,  a- 
gainft  the  Workers  of  Iniquity. 

I  would  therefore  beg  Leave,  in  Purfuance  of 
the  Defign  of  our  coming  together  at  this 
Time,  to  recommend  this  Duty  in  the  firft 
Place,  to  all  Magiftrates,  and  Officers  of  the 
Peace,  who  are  appointed  by  God  to  be  a  Terror 
to  Evil- doers ,  and  a  Praife  to  them  that  do  well; 
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and  when  they  enter  upon  their  Office,  bind 
themfelves  by'  a  lblemn  Oath  ,  "  To  chaftife 
"  and  punifh  all  Perfons  offending  againft  thofe 
u  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  that  are  made  for 
u  the  quiet  Rule  and  Government  of  his  Ma- 
"  jefty's  People.  "  So  that  for  Magifirates  to 
bear  the  Sword  in  vain,  by  conniving  at  the 
Workers  of  Iniquity^  ordifcouraging  thofe  who 
would  bring  them  to  publick  Juftice,  is  not 
only  to  betray  the  Truft  that  God  and  their 
Country  have  repofed  in  them,  but  to  bring 
upon  themfelves  the  Guilt  of  Perjury.  The 
like  may  be  faid  concerning  ConftableSy  whofe 
Authority,  when  they  are  upon  Duty  in  the 
Night,  is  in  a  manner  unlimited  5  it  is  very 
much  therefore  in  their  Power  to  leflen  the 
Number  of  Vagabonds,  and  Night  Walkers, 
to  break  up  the  Habitations  of  Lewdnefs,  and 
by  keeping  a  watchful  Eye  upon  the  Publick 
Houfcs  within  their  Rounds,  to  prevent  a  great 
deal  of  that  Drunkcnnefs  and  unlawful  Ga- 
ming, which  leads  young  Perfons  into  all  Kinds 
of  Debauchery.  This  they  are  bound  to  by 
their  Oath,  and  if  a  Man  /wear  an  Oaih  ({ays 
the  Prophet  #)  to  bind  his  Soul  with  a  Bondy 
he  JhaJl  not  break  his  JVord^  but  jh all  do  accord- 
ing to  all  that  proceeds  out  of  his  Mouth.  And 
therefore  all  Magiftrates  and  Officers  of  the 
Peace,  are  under  the  moil  folemn  Engagements 
both  to  God  and  their  Country,  to  ufe  the 
Authority  with  which  they  arc  intruded,  for 
putting  the  Laws  in  Execution  againft  thefe 
Workers  of  Iniquity. 
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I  would  recommend  this  Duty  in  the  fecond 

Place  to  the  Minifters  of  God's  holy  Word-,  for 
though  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  is  not  in- 
truded with  them,  yet  they  are  to  reprove,  re- 
buke, and  exhort,  with  all  Long- Suffering  and 
Doftrine.  Son  of  Man  (fays  God  to  the  #  Pro- 
phet)   /  have   made  thee  a   Watchman  to  the 
Houfe  of  Ifrael,  therefore  hear  the  Word  at  my 
Mouthy  and  give  them  Warning  from  me.  When 
I  fay  to  the  Wicked,  Thou  floalt  furely  dye,  and 
thou  givefi   him  not   Warning ,    nor  fpeakefl   to 
warn  the  Wicked  from  his  wicked  Way,  tofave 
his  Life,  the  fame  wicked  Man  fh  all  die  in  his 
Iniquity,    but  his  Blood  will  I  require  at  thine 
Hand.     Minifters  of  a  Church  or  Congregati- 
on have  the  Care  of  Souls,  and  are  to  watch 
for  them  as  thofe  that  muft  give  an  Account  > 
they  are  to  inftruft  their  Hearers  in  all  neceffa- 
ry  Truth,  and  to  warn  them  againft  the  Vices 
of  the  Age  in   which  they   live.     "They  are  to 
crie  aloud,  and  not  to  fpare,  but  to  lift   up  their 
Voices  like  a  Trumpet,  to  fbew  the  People  their 
TranfgreJ/ions,  and  the  Houfe  of  Jacob  their  Sins  \. 
Let  me  therefore  humbly  befeech  my  Reverend 
Brethren  who  are  of  the  fame  Faith,  to  lay  a- 
fide  their  angry  Contentions  with  one  another, 
and  unite  their  Zeal  againft  the  common  Ene- 
my.    We  are  fet  for  the  Defence  of  the  Gof* 
pel  againft  Vice  and  Prophanenefs,  as  well  as 
againft  Herefy   and   Error.     Let  us  therefore 
bear  our  Teftimony  againft  both,  and  not  play 
all  our  Artillery  againft  one  Attack  of  the  Ene- 
my, left  while  we  are  defending  the  Breach 
that  is  made  upon  Truth,  Vice  and  Prophane- 
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nefs,  fhould  break  in  upon  us  at  another  Quar- 
ter, and  deftroy  both  our  Churches  and  Na- 
tion. 

I  would  recommend  this  Duty  in  the  third 
Place,  to  particular  Perfons  of  all  Parties  and 
Denominations  •>  for  how  widely  foever  we  may 
differ  in  our  Opinions  about  Ceremonies,  and 
Modes  of  Worihip,  we  muft  all  agree  in  this, 
that  Vice  is  a  Reproach  to  any  People  j  a 
Whoremonger,  a  common  Gamefter,  a  Drunk* 
ard,  or  a  Blafphemer,  in  any  Livery,  is  an  Ene- 
my to  the  Society  in  which  he  lives,  and  there- 
fore every  good  Subje£t  fhould  rife  up  againft 
him.  Here  can  be  no  Complaint  of  Perfecti- 
on, for  no  Man  pretends  Confcience  for  thefe 
Vices ,  the  puniming  of  them  therefore  is  but 
a  neceflary  Defence  of  the  publick  Peace. 
Whan  would  become  of  our  Wives  and  Chil- 
dren? Nay  what  Hazard  fhould  we  run  of  our 
Lives  as  we  walk  the  Streets,  if  thefe  Vices 
were  tolerated  among  us  ?  Our  Condition  in 
this  City  would  in  a  few  Years  be  like  Lofs 
in  Sodom  $  who  had  no  fooner  received  a  Cou- 
ple of  beautiful  Strangers  into  his  Houfe,  but 
the  Mob  furrounded  it,  and  threatned  to  pull 
it  down,  unlefs  he  would  deliver  them  up  to 
their  Pleafure  #.  To  rife  up  therefore  againft 
the  IVorkers  of  Iniquity^  is  noa  more  than  )Self- 
Preservation*)  which  is  the  very  firft  Principle  of 
the  Law  of  Nature  y  it  is  for  the  Prefervation  of 
our  Religion,  our  Laws,  our  Wives  and  Children* 
and  every  Thing  that  is  dear  to  us  in  the  World. 
The  Laws  of  our  Country  will  not  execute 
themfelves.     It  is  therefore  necefTary,  that  all 
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good  Subjects  flipuld  affift  the  Magiftrate  in  the 
Execution  of  this  Part  of  his  Office.  Butforaf- 
much  as  the  Efforts  of  private  Perfons  were 
found  to  be  too  weak,  to  put  a  Stop  to  the 
Growth  of  Vice  and  Prophanenefs ;  therefore 
by  the  Encouragement  of  their  late  Majefties 
King  Willia  M  and  Queen  Mary  of  im- 
mortal Memory,  a  Society  for  Reformation  of 
Manners  was  ere&ed  in  this  City,  by  whofe 
honeft  Care  and  Diligence,  fome  thoufands  of 
prophane  Swearers,  Drunkards,  and  other  lewd 
and  diforderly  Perfons  have  been  brought  to 
Juftice  ;  the  Vices,  I  have  been  complaining 
of,  have  been  kept  under  fome  Retlraint,  and 
by  that  Means,  fome  hundreds  of  young  Per- 
fons have  been  preferved  from  Ruin.  It  ap- 
pears then  to  be  the  Intereft  and  Duty  of  all 
Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men,  to  rife  up  in  their 
Places  againft  the  Workers  of  Iniquity. 

If  any  of  you  enquire  what  Meafures  fhould 
be  taken  to  render  this  Duty  effectual :  I  will 
take  Liberty  to  offer  my  Advice  under  thefe 
four  Particulars. 

Firft,  Begin  with  perfonal  Reformation  3  for 
it  is  ridiculous  to  punifh  that  in  another,  which 
we  allow  in  our  felves  3  Thou  art  inexcufable^  O 
Man,  ivhofoever  thou  art^  that  doft  fo  5  Thou 
that  faift  a  Man  ftjould  not  commit  Adulte- 
Hi  doft  thou  commit  Adultery  ?  'Thou  that  ab- 
horreft  Idols  doft  thou  commit  Sacriledge*  ?  The 
World  will  never  beiieve  jfuch  Perfons  in 
Earneft  ,  nor  is  it  poffible  for  them  to  do 
any  real  Service  to  the  Caufe  fof  Reformati- 
on, becaufe  they  pull  down  with  one  Hand, 
what  they  build  up  with  another.  A  few  good 
Examples  in  a  Neighbourhood,  will  have  a 
greater  Influence  on  the  People's  Morals,  than 

the 


( I?) 

the  moft   rigorous  Execution  of  Juftice  by  a 
vicious   Magiftrate.     Begin  therefore  at  Home, 
and  avoid  thofe  Vices  in  your  felves,   which 
you  would  reform  in  others  ,  have  no  Fellow* 
ihip  with  the  unfruitful  Works  of  Darknefs, 
but  rather  reprove  them>  and  after  the  Ex- 
ample of  faithful  Abraham,    keep  a  watchful 
Eye  over  your  Children  and  Servants,  and  all 
that  are  under  your  immediate  Care  3  /  know 
Abraham  (fays  God  #)  that  he  will  command  his 
Children,  and  Houjhold  after  him,    to  keep  the 
Ways  of  the  Lord.     The   Negleft  of  Family 
Government  among  fober  People,   has  had  a 
prodigious  Influence  upon   the  Licentioufnefs 
of  the  prefent  Age:  For  Families  are  theNur- 
feries  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  according  to 
the  Care  we  take  in  their  Education  and  Go- 
vernment, we  may  reafonably  expeft  they  will 
prove  better  or  worfe  Citizens  and  Subjects. 
Let  me  exhort  you  therefore  to  walk  in  your 
Houfes  with  a  perfect  Heart,  fet  good  Exam- 
ples before   your   Children  and    Servants,  and 
give  them   good  Advice-,  and  if  after  all  they 
will  make themfelves  vile,  by  Swearing,  Drunk- 
ennefs,   or  any  kind   of    Lewdnefs,  tell  them 
plainly,  in  the  Words  of  the  Pfalmift,  f  A  frow- 
ard  Heart  Jh all  depart  fro?n  me>  I  will  not  know 
a  wicked  Per/on  >  He   that  worketh  Deceit  flail 
not  dwell  in  my  Houfe  •>  He  that  telleth  Lies  flail 
not  tarry  in  my  Sight. 

Secondly,  To  render  this  more  effectual,  at- 
tend it  with  Prayer  y  for  the  eflfe&ual  fervent 
Prayer  of  a  righteous  Perfon  prevaileth  much. 
Whilft  Mofes  lifted  up  his  Hands,  Ifrael  pre- 
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vailed,  and  when  he  let  them  down  Amalek 
prevailed  \  the  Blefiing  of  God,  and  the  Influ- 
ences of  his  Holy  Spirit,  are  abfolutely  necefla- 
ry  to  the  Reformation  of  a  wicked  World* 
for,  as  the  Prophet  obferves  *,z7  is  not  by  Might 
nor  by  Power ,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord:  It 
was  therefore  a  very  comfortable  Promife  that 
God  made  to  his  afHifted  Church,  \  JVhen 
the  Enemy  Jh all  come  in  like  a  Flood,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  pall  lift  up  a  Standard  againft  him  -y 
or,  as  it  is  in  the  Margin  of  your  Bibles,  the 
S$  fit  of  the  Lord  Jhall  put  him  to  Flight.  Let 
us  *  *  rhen  that  God  would  pour  out  his  Spi- 
rit upon  all  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men,  that  it 
may  put  to  flight  thefe  Enemies  of  Mankind, 
and  produce  among  us  the  Fruits  of  Love,  Joy, 
Peace,  Long- Sufferings  Gentlenefs,  Goodnefs,  Faith  ^ 
Meeknefs,  and  "Temperance.  This  would  argue 
a  Renovation  of  Mind,  and  if  the  Minds  of 
Men  were  changed,  their  Manners  would  quick- 
ly be  reformed  $  for  a  good  Tree  cannot  bring 
forth  evil  Fruity  nor  a  corrupt  Tree  bring  forth 
good  Fruit.  And  let  us  pray  more  efpecially, 
that  God  would  fet  over  us  fuch  Magi  Urates 
and  Judges,  as  may  judge  the  People  in  Right  e- 
oufnefs,  that  whofoever  will  not  do  the  Laws  of 
God)  and  of  the  King,  may  have  Judgment  exe- 
cuted fpeedily  upon  them,  whether  it  be  to  Death, 
or  to  Banijlment,  or  to  Confifcation  of  Goods,  or 
to  Imprifonment  \.  We  have  loft  a  very  excel- 
lent Magiftrate  out  of  this  City  lately  by  Death  |J, 
one  whom  all  good  Men  loved,  and  wicked 
Men  feared  >  a  Patron  of  Virtue,  an  Enemy  of 
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all  Kinds  of  Vice  and  Prophanenefs  *  and  one 
who  did  not  bear  the  Sword  of  Magiftracy  in 
vain.  Let  us  pray  that  God  would  lend  a  dou- 
ble Portion  of  the  fame  Spirit,  on  thofe  who 
furvive,  or  who  may  fucceed  him :  It  is  the 
Spirit  of  God  that  mtift  animate  Magiftrates, 
and  Minifters,  and  all  that  will  rife  up  againft 
the  Workers  of  Iniquity  \  if  we  can  obtain  this 
Bleffing,  wearefure  the  Weapons  of  our  War- 
fare will  be  fuccefsful-,  but  without  this,  I  am 
afraid,  our  preaching  againft  the  Prophanenefs 
of  the  Age,  and  your  Attempts  for  a  National 
Reformation,  will  be  of  little  Service. 

Thirdly,  Let  your  Prayers  be  accompanied 
with  vigorous  Endeavours^  to  put  a  Stop  to  the 
Growth  of  Vice  and  Prophanenefs  >  for  Prayer 
alone  will  not  do  the  Work,  but  whilft  Mofes 
is  lifting  up  his  Hands  in  the  Mount,  Ifrael 
muft  be  fighting  in  the  Valley :  That  is,  you 
are  to  endeavour  as  Opportunity  offers,  to  fee 
the  Laws  put  in  Execution^  for  the  Laws  of  the 
Land  are  to  be  your  Rule;  where  there  is  no 
Law,  there  is  no  Tranfgrefiion,  but  when  the 
Laws  of  the  Land  are  broken,  and  violated  in 
Matters  of  Confequence  to  the  publick  Peace, 
every  good  Subjeft  fhould  rife  up  in  their  De- 
fence. I  am  very  fenfible  that  an  Informer 
has  been  a  Name  of  Reproach  among  good 
People  for  a  great  many  Years,  on  the  Account 
of  thofe  Severities,  that  fome  of  the  raoft  fo- 
ber  and  virtuous  People  of  the  Kingdom  un- 
derwent, in  the  Reign  of.  King  Charles  II. 
for  the  Sake  of  their  Confciences.  But  cer- 
tainly it  is  a  very  different  Thing  to  bring  Men  ' 
into  Trouble,  who  defire  to  lead  peaceable  and  quiet 
Live  s^in  all  Godlinefs and Honefly ;  and  to  inform 
againft  thofe  flagrant  Immoralities,  that  have  a 
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Tendency  not  only  debauch  the  whole  King- 
dom, but  to  fubvertthe  very  Peace  and  Order  of 
the  Government ;  if  the  Laws  againft  Vice  and 
Prophanenefs  are  juft  and  neceflary,  one  would 
wifh  to  fee  them  put  in  Execution,  which  can't 
be  done,  unlefs  People  will  be  at  the  Trouble 
of  giving  Information  to  the   proper  Officers. 
Her   late  excellent  Majefty  Queen   Mary, 
whofe  Heart  was  in  this  Work,   was  fo  very 
fenfibleof  this,  that  in  her  Letter  tothejuftices 
of  the  Peace  of  Middle/ex,  fhe  commanded  them 
to  give  Encouragement  to  Perfons,  who  fhould 
bring  them  Information  of  Offenders  againft  thefe 
Laws  5      and   accordingly   the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  in  their  printed  Orders,  did  invite  thofe, 
who  were  Well-wifhers  to  their  Country,    to 
bring   them   Information,  of  the  Breaches   of 
the  Laws  againft  Immorality  and  Prophanenefs. 
But  Fourthly,  if  Men  are  not  willing  to  ap- 
pear themfelves  in  this  Caufe,  the  leaft  they  can 
do,  is  to  contribute  to  the  Expences  of  thofe  who 
are  engaged  in  it.     I  have  already  obferved,  that 
it  pleafed  God  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King 
Willilam,  and  Queen  Mary,  to  encline 
the  Hearts  of  fome  excellent  Perfons  in  this  City, 
both  of  the  Eftahlifoed  Church,  and  among  the 
Diffenters,  to  form  a  Defign   for   putting  the 
Laws  in  Execution  againft  Vice  and  Prophanenefs, 
and  that  by  their  Means,  manyHoufes  of  Lewd- 
nels  and  Debauchery  have  been  broken  up,  and 
fome  Thoufand>  of  Criminals  brought  to  Juftice  5 
but  this  W.ork  has  been  attended  with  a  great 
deal  of  Hazard  and  Expence,    for  the  Patrons 
of  Vice  have  combined  together,  and  fpared  no 
Coft  to  fupport  their  Caufe  :     They  have  had 
Money  and  Friends,    and  by  that  Means  have 
made  a  confiderable  Stand  againft  the  Patrons 

of 


(  *3  ) 

of  Virtue.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Societies 
for  Reformation  of  Manners  have  met  with  a 
great  many  Difcouragements,  they  have  loft  ma- 
ny of  their  Friends  by  Death,  and  the  Love  of 
others  feems  to  wax  cold,  fo  that  the  Burden 
lies  now  upon  a  very  few*  I  would  therefore 
invite  fuch,  whom  God  has  profper'd  in  the 
World,  to  contribute  fomething  out  of  their 
Abundance  to  this  good  Work}  'tis  a  noble 
and  generous  Defign ,  worthy  the  Patronage 
of  all  true  Lovers  of  their  Country.  What  large 
Sums  of  Money  would  fome  Gentlemen  and 
Citizens,  give  to  recover  their  Sons  and  Daugh- 
ters out  of  the  Snare  of  the  Devil,  and  to  re- 
duce them  to  the  Paths  of  Virtue  and  Good- 
neft !  And  who  can  tell,  how  foon this  maybe 
his  own  Cafe?  Ought  we  not  then  to  contri- 
bute our  Afliftance  to  the  plucking  up  thefe  Se- 
minaries of  Wickednefs  by  the  Roots  ?  Or  if 
that  be  hnpoffible,  to  the  leffening  of  their 
Numbers  and  Influence  in  the  City.  It  is  in 
vain,  to  object  againft  this  Defign,  that  the  Ma- 
nagers of  it  may  have  committed  fome  Miftakes, 
for  this  would  be  an  Argument  againft  all  So- 
cieties, and  againft  Government  it  felf.  Would 
any  of  you  choofe  to  live  in  a  State  of  Anar- 
chy, where  your  Lives  and  Fortunes  would  be 
at  the  Mercy  of  Plunderers,  becaufe  every  Form 
of  Government  has  fome  Inconveniences  attend- 
ing it  ?  'Tis  enough  therefore  to  fatisfy  all  Ob- 
jections of  this  Kind,  that  the  Societies  for  Re- 
formation of  Manners  have  done  a  great  deal  of 
Good,  and  prevented  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief 
in  the  City,  with  no  private  Advantage  to 
themfelves,  and  with  as  little  Prejudice  to  any 
honeft  Man's  Reputation,  or  good  Name,  as 
can  be  imagined.  TheCaufe  they  are  engaged  in 
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is  the  Caufe  of  Virtue,  Juftice,  and  Honefty  * 
'tis  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  public  Peace, 
and  for  the  iupprefling  thofe  Diforders,  which, 
if  they  are  fuffered  to  go  unpuniihed,  will  in 
a  little  Time  corrupt  all  our  Families,  and  fpread 
univerfal  Confufion  over  the  whole  Kingdom. 

Allow  me  therefore,  before  I  conclude,  to  re- 
commend this  Duty  of  giving  your  Aflirtance 
towards  the  fuppreffing  of  Vice  and  Prophane- 
nefS)  by  fome  proper  Motives. 

And  firft,  conlider  'tis  for  the  Honour  of  God, 
When  the  Children  of  Ifrael  had  revolted  from 
God,  and  worfhiped  the  golden  Calf}  Mofes 
Hands  in  the  Gate  of  the  Camp,  and  cries  out, 
who  is  on. the  Lord's  #  Side,  let  him  come  hither  ? 
The  Caufe  of  Reformation  of  Manners  is 
the  Caufe  of  God,  'tis  for  the  Honour  of  his 
moral  Government  of  the  World  -,  and  will 
you  not  appear  on  his  Side?  Will  any  Man 
dare  to  ftand  neuter  in  this  Quarrel,  when  our 
blefled  Saviour  has  told  him,  "f  He  that  is  not 
with  me  is  again fi  me ,  and  he  that  gathers  not 
with  me  flatters  abroad  ?  Shall  we  be  content  to 
hear  the  holy  and  reverend  Name  of  God  blaf- 
phemed,  and  the  Blood  of  his  Son  trampled 
under  Foot  ?  to  fee  the  Laws  of  our  Country 
violated,  and  which  is  worfe,  the  Image  of  God 
amongft  Men  defaced ,  without  declaring  our 
Abhorrence  of  thefe  Workers  of  Iniquity  ?  Where 
is  your  Zeal  for  the  Lord  of  Hofts  !  If  a  Sub- 
bed of  King  George  fhould  be  in  Company  , 
'where  his  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government 
were  infulted,  without  bearing  his  Teftimony 
againft  fuch  Difloyalty  $    would   not  all  good 
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Subjects  cenfure  his  Want  of  Zeal  to  his  King  arid 
Country  y  How  much  more  then  are  they  to 
be  blamed,  who  are  unconcerned  at  the  publick 
Difhonour  that  is  done  to  God  every  Day,  by 
the  Workers  of  Iniquity. 

Secondly,  Our  ftanding  up  againft  the  Work- 
ers of  Iniquity  is,  the  mofl  effectual  Way  to  fe- 
cure  our  holy  Religion-,  I  am  very  fenfible  there 
is  a  wide  Difference  between  true  Religion,  and 
an  outward  Reformation  of  Manners  $  the  for- 
mer proceeds  from  a  Principle  of  the  Grace  of 
God  in  the  Heart,  'and  always  teaches  Men  to 
deny  Ungodlinefs  and  worldly  Lufts;  whereas 
the  latter  may  confift  with  Infidelity,  and  a  fe- 
cret  Enmity  to  the  Life  and  Power  of  God- 
linefs.  But  this  is  certain*  that  all,  who  are 
Enemies  to  Reformation,  are  Enemies  to  all  true 
Religion^  and  when  they  have  debauched  our 
Morals,  they  will  quickly  beat  us  from  our 
Religious  Principles,  and  throw  us  back  into  a 
State  of  Nature,  wherein  every  Man  may  do 
that  which  is  right  in  his  own  Eyes  -,  let  us 
therefore  carefully  defend  the  Out-works  of  Re- 
ligion, that  the  Fear  of  God,  and  the  Praftice 
of  Piety  may  not  be  ridiculed  and  hiffed  out  of 
the  Nation  5  but  that  fober  and  confcientious 
Perfons  of  every  Denomination  of  Chriftiansj 
may  be  protected  and  countenanced  in  their  re- 
ligious Privileges,  and  may  be  able  to  live 
peaceable  and  quiet  Lives  in  all  Godlinefs  and  Ho- 
nejly. 

Thirdly,  By  ftanding  up  againft  the  Workers 
of  Iniquity,  wejhalldo  public  Service  to  our  Coun~ 
try :  For  Vice  and  Prophanenefs  have  a  Ten- 
dency to  introduce  Riots  and  Diforders,  and  td 
diflblve  the  Bands  of  Government-;  hereby 
the  Valour  and  Renown  of  the  EngUJh  Nation 
D  will 
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will  be  deftroyed,  the  Minds  of  the  Youth 
will  be  enfeebled,  and  we  fhall  become  an  eafy 
Conqueft  to  the  firft  Invader.  'Tis  recorded  of 
one  of  the  Kings  of  AJjyria,  that  he  chofe  ra- 
ther to  overcome  the  City  of  Babylon,  by  fend- 
ing in  Players  and  lewd  Women  to  debauch  it, 
than  to  invade  it  by  a  powerful  Army.  But 
that  which  is  worfe  than  all  this,  is,  that  the 
Growth  of  Prophanenejs  and  Immorality  will  cer- 
tainly draw  down  the  Vengeance  of  God,  upon 
theNation.  It  was  this  that  provoked  God  to  fend 
a  Deluge  upon  the  oldJVorld,  and  to  rain  down 
Fire  and  Brimftone  from  Heaven  upon  the  Cities 
of  Sodom  zndGomorrah.  If  we  read  over  theHifto- 
ry  of  the  Jewijh  Nation,  we  fhall  obferve,  that 
God  dealt  with  them  according  to  the  Regard 
they  paid  to  his  Laws  >  when  they  were  obe- 
dient, Providence  bleffed  their  Affairs,  and  gave 
them  Credit  and  Reputation  with  their  Neigh- 
bours 3  but  when  Idolatry  and  Vice  prevailed 
amongft  them,  they  were  the  Scorn  of  the  Na- 
tions round  about  them,  and  were  always  vifit- 
cd  with  one  Judgemnt  or  another  from  Heaven. 
The  Prophet  Jeremiah  puts  the  deplorable 
Change  of  their  Affairs  a  little  before  the  Cap- 
tivity upon  this  Score,  *  Tour  Iniquities  have 
turned  away  thefe  Things,  and  your  Sins  have 
with-holden  good  Things  from  you  ,  for,  among  my 
People  are  wicked  Men,  they  lay  Wait,  as  he  that 
fets  a  Snare,  they  fet  a  Trap,  they  catch  Men  j 
as  a  Cage  is  full  of  Birds,  fo  is  their  Houfe  full 

of  Deceit.    They  over-pafs  the  Deeds  of  the 

wicked  >  they  judge  not  the  Caufe  of  the  Father- 
lefs,  and  the  Right  of  the  needy  do  they  not  judge. 
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The  City  of  Jerufalem  was  at  this  Time  full 
.of  Luxury  and  Eafe,  but  withal  univerfally 
corrupted  both  in  Religion  and  Morals.  Run  to 
and  fro  (fays  God)  through  the  Streets  of  Jeru- 
falent)  and  fee  and  know,  and  feck  in  the  broad 
Places  thereof.  If  ye  can  find  a  Man^  if  there 
beany  that  executeth  Judgment)  that  feeketh  the 
Truth,  and  I  will  pardon  it  #.  There  was  not 
an  upright  Magiftrate  amongft  them ,  and 
therefore  they  are  threatned  twice  over  in 
this  Chapter,  in  the  following  Words,  Shall 
I  not  vijit  for  thefe  Things  (faith  the  Lord  ?) 
Shall  I  not  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as 
this?  So  that  it  is  evident,  that  an  univerfal 
Corruption  of  Manners  draws  down  the  Ven- 
geance of  God  upon  a  People.  God  may  fpare 
them  a  little  while,  for  the  Sake  of  a  few  righte- 
ous Perfons  that  remain  with  them,  or  at  the 
Interceffion  of  fuch  extraordinary  Perfons  as 
Noah^  Daniel^  and  Job  $  but  fooner  or  later  the 
overflowing  Scourge  will  pafs  through  the  Land) 
except  they  repent.  We  are  now  under  threat- 
ning  Symptoms  of  the  Divine  Difpleafure  in  thefe 
Nations:  Poverty  is  already  come  in  upon  us  like 
an  armed  Man*  publick  Credit  is  at  a  very  low 
Ebb  5  we  are  miferably  divided  in  our  Aflfe&i- 
onS  to  one  another,  and  the  Peftilence  is  ftill 
in  a  neighbouring  Kingdom ;  and  yet  there  are 
no  Signs  of  Repentance,  or  Reformation  a- 
mongft  us,  but  Luxury)  Gaming)  DrunkennefS) 
Swearing)  and  all  Kinds  of  Lewdnefs  are  as 
much  in  Fafhionas  ever.  If  then  we  have  any 
Love  to  our  dear  Country,  or  any  Regard  to 
Pofterity*  if  we  would  Appeafe  the  Divine 
Anger,  and  fave  the  Nation  from  Ruin,  let  us 
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rife  up  as  one  Man  againft  the  Evil-doers,  and 
contribute  our  bell  Afliftance  againft  the  Work- 
ers of  Iniquity. 

Fourthly,  By  this  means  ive  may  be  inftru- 
mental  of  doing  good  to  particular  Perfons  -,  for 
he  that  converteth  a  Sinner  from  the  Error  of  his 
JVays,  faves  a  Soul  from  Death,  and  cover  eth  a 
Multitude  of  Sins  *  This  is  the  nobleft  Aft  of 
Charity  >  for,  as  much  as  the  eternal  Happinefs 
of  Heaven  is  preferable  to  a  comfortable  Sub- 
fiftence  in  this  Life,  fo  much  is  the  Charity 
of  laving  a  Soul  from  Death,  preferable  to  the 
clothing  his  Nakednefs,  or  doing  him  any  Kind- 
nel*,  that  terminates  only  in  the  prefent  Life. 
I  readily  acknowledge,  that  God  only 'can  con- 
vert a  Sinner  from  the  Error  of  his  Way,  his 
Almighty  Arm  muft  do  the  Work  5  but  Mi- 
nifters  may  be  inftrumental  of  doing  fomething 
towards  it  in  their  Pulpits,  as  well  as  Magi- 
ftrates  in  the  due  execution  of  their  Office. 
There  is  one  Way,  by  which  we  may  all  con- 
tribute to  this  good  Work}  namely,  by  endea- 
vouring to  break  up  thofe  Nurferies  of  Lewd- 
nefs  and  Gaming  that  abound  in  the  City  and 
Suburbs  3  Nothing  can  be  a  greater  Difcou- 
ragement  to  Virtue,  or  Temptation  to  Vice 
than  thefe  Houfesj  The  deftroying  of  them 
therefore  will  fave  a  great  many  young  Perfons 
from  Ruin,  and  confequently  prevent  a  Multi- 
tude of  Sins;  For  when  Men  have  not  Oppor- 
tunities of  being  vicious,  or  when  they  fee  that 
ftrict  Enquiry  is  made  after  all  diforderly  Hou- 
fes,  they  will  be  afraidof  entring  upon  fuch  a 
Courfe  of  Life  5    and  this,  by  the  Blefling  of 
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God,  may  be  a  Means  of  making  them  think 
on  their  Ways^  and  turn  their  Feet  to  his  Tejli- 
monies. 

Fifthly,  Your  ftanding  up  againfi  the  Workers 
of  Iniquity^  will  be  crowned  at  Length  with  a 
great  Recompence  of  Reward.  You  may  meet 
with  Reproach  and  Oppoiltion  for  doing  your 
Duty  $  nay,  ycu  may  die  in  the  Battel,  as  iome 
of  the  Society's  Agents  have  done  j  but  your 
Work  is  with  the  Lord^  and  your  Judgment  with 
your  God.  You  know  how  acceptable  to  God 
the  Zeal  of  Phmehas  was ,  in  executing  Judg- 
ment upon  a  Couple  of  lewd  People  3  //  was 
accounted  to  him  for  Right eoufnefs  unto  all  Gene- 
rations^for  evermore  *.  The  Time  will  come, 
when  Men  of  a  publick  Spirit,  who  have  ap- 
peared boldly  againft  the  Prophanenefs  of  the 
Age  in  which  they  lived,  fhall  be  diftinguifhed 
from  thofe  ufelefs  Creatures,  to  whom  God 
has  given  Riches,  but  has  not  given  them  Pow- 
er to  do  Good  with  them.  Thefe  Men's  E~ 
ftates  are  a  Curfe,  and  will  ferve  only  !to  in- 
creafe  their  Account  in  the  Day  of  Judgment  -> 
but  they  who  ferve  their  Generation  according 
to  the  Will  of  God,  and  their  Duty,  will  have  all 
the  Pleafures  of  a  good  Confcience  whilft  they 
live,  and  when  they  come  to  give  an  Account 
of  their  Stewardfhip,  to  the  Judge  of  all  the 
Earth,  will  hear  that  blefled  Sentence  pronoiln- 
ced  on  them,  Well  done  good  and  faithful  Ser- 
vants^ ye  have  been  faithful  in  a  little^  I  will 
make  you  Rulers  over  much^  enter  into  the  Joy  of 
your  Lord. 
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Thefe  Confiderations  may  ferve  to  encourage 
thofe  who  have  lifted  themfelves  in  the  Ser- 
vice pf  God  againft  the  Workers  of  Iniquity^ 
to  go  on  with  their  Work,  and  to  invite  others 
to  come  into  their  Affiftance. 

To  all  which  I  may  add  the  prefent  happy 
Situation  pf  our  Affairs,  under  the  wife  and 
prudent  Adminiftration  of  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  King  Georgej  who  gives  the 
Laws  their  free  Courfe,  and  is  defirous  to  make 
all  his  Subjefts  eafy  and  happy.  What  would 
become  of  the  Proteftant  Religion^  and  Refor- 
mation of  Manners^  if  the  wicked  Defigns  of 
fome  profligate  Wretches  among  us,  to  fet  the 
Crown  upon  the  Head  of  the' 'Pretender  to  his 
Majefty's  Dominions,  fhould  take  Place  ?  The 
Throne  of  Great  Britain  would  then  bca'fbrone 
of  Iniquity^  and  Mifchief  would  be  eftablifhed  by  a 
Law,  Blood  and  Confufion  would  fill  every  Cor- 
ner of  the  Land,  and  our  dear  Children  and 
Pofterity  fnuft  be  content  with  being  Slaves, 
Beggars,  and  Papifts.  We  have  been  told  from 
the  Throne',  that  thefe  Workers  of  Iniquity 
have  no  Profpeft  of  Support  or  Affiftance  from 
any  of  the  foreign  Powers  of  Europe;  all  their 
Expectations  of  Success  are  therefore  built  up- 
on our  domeftick  Murmurings  and  Complaints. 
But  is  it  not  very  ungrateful  for  EngliJImen  and 
ProteflantS)  to  charge  the  Mifearriages  of  Sub- 
je6ts  upon  their  Sovereign?  and  to  [peak  Evil 
of  the  King,  who  has  gained  nothing  by  our 
Lofles,  nor  had  any  other  Share  in  bringing 
them  upon  us,  than  paffing  a  Law  which  the 
whole  Kingdom  almoft  defired  at  that  Time. 
If  Men  did  but  confider  how  thefe  ill  nature d 
Infinuations  weaken  the  King's  Hands,  by  divi- 
ding his  Friends,  and  ftrengthning  his  Enemies 

Y  Abroad 


(  31  ) 

Abroad  and  at  Home  ->  and  what  a  Tendency 
they  have  to  throw  the  Nation  into  Confufion, 
I  hope  a  great  many  of  them  would  change 
their  prefent  Language  and  Behaviour. 

However,  let  us  Protefiant  Dijfenters  who 
have  felt  the  kind  Influences  of  his  Majefty's 
Government,  blefsGodwho  has  lately  brought 
to  Light  the  hidden  Works  of  Darknefs,  and 
turned  the  Counfels  of  his  Enemies  into  Fool- 
ifhneft.  Let  us  continue  to  pray  for  the  beft: 
of  King's,  and  Study  to  out  do  each  other  in 
Loyalty  and  Zeal  for  his  Majefty's  Perfon  and 
Government,  on  this  and  all  proper  Occafions. 
We  have  often  heard  him  declare  from  the 
Throne,  his  firm  Refolution  to  fupport  the 
Protectant  Religion,  and  the  religious  and  civil 
Liberties  of  all  his  Subje&s.  He  has  likewife 
given  it  under  his  Royal  Hand,  "  That  he 
i€  would  chearfully  concur  "fin  whatever  Me- 
4C  thods  fhould  be  taken  for  promoting  of  Pi- 
<c  ety,  and  the  Difcouraging  Prophanenefs  and 
cc  Immorality,  and  for  preventing  the  Growth 
cc  of  Popery.  "And  his  Majefty  is  a  Prince,  that 
has  been  always  true  to  his  Word  and  Honour. 

Let  all  good  Protefiant  s  therefore  of  every  De- 
nomination, Love  God,  Honour  the  King^  and 
improve  the  prefent  Time  of  Peace  and  Tran- 
quility, for  promoting  a  National  Reformation. 
The  Honour  of  God,  the  Support  of  our  holy 
Religion,  the  Peace  of  Society,  our  own, 
and  our  Pofterity's  Welfare  call  for  it  ;  for  if 
the  execrable  Vices  of  prophane  Curfing  and, 
Swearings  Lewdnefs  and  Gaming  fpread  a  little 
wider,  every  one's  Property  will  be  in  Danger  5 
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and  we  may  reafonably  expe£t  that  Almighty 
God,  who  renders  to  all  Men  according  to 
their  Deferts,  *  will  make  our  Plagues  wonder- 
ful, and  the  Plagues  of  our  Seed,  even  great 
Plagues  and  of  long  Continuance,  and  that  he  will 
bring  upon  us  every  Difeafe,  till  we  are  deflrotfd 
from  the  Earth:  But  if  the  Magiftrates  and 
Gentlemen  of  thisOty,  will  ftand  up  courage- 
oufly  againft  the  Workers  of  Iniquity,  it  will 
have  an  happy  Influence  upon  the  whole  King- 
dom ;  the  Generations  to  come  will  call  them 
blefled,  and  the  great  God  who  is  the  Reward- 
cr  of  all  generous  and  good  Actions,  will  here- 
after think  of  them  for  Good^  according  to  all  they 
have  done  for  this  People  "[*. 
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